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NEWS RELEASE 
Cargill’s Guelph Beef Processing Facility now sourcing beef from Certified 

Sustainable farms and ranches across Canada 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 8, 2020, Guelph, ON – Expansion of Cargill’s implementation of the 
Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (CRSB)’s Certified Sustainable Beef 
Framework is now a reality. In addition to its CRSB sustainability certification, the 
Guelph beef processing facility has also completed a successful audit to the CRSB’s 
Chain of Custody requirements. With this additional building block in place, Cargill is 
now poised to actively source beef from CRSB Certified Sustainable beef operations 
across Canada for both its High River and Guelph facilities.  
This expansion allows Cargill to deliver on sustainability claims for its Canadian retail 
and foodservice partners nationally. This also means that Cargill is awarding financial 
credits for cattle that qualify at both High River and Guelph facilities, rewarding those 
producers who have had their sustainable practices verified as meeting CRSB 
requirements.   
Through these financial incentives, Cargill and its customer partners are thanking these 
producers for doing their part to raise animals and care for their beef operations 
according to CRSB’s standards, across all five principles of beef sustainability: natural 
resources; people and community; animal health and welfare; food, and efficiency and 
innovation. 
 
“As demand for protein continues to rise, we’re excited to be able to expand our 
sustainable beef supply chain to help feed a growing population while supporting a 
healthy ecosystem,” said Matt Gibney, General Manager at the Cargill Guelph facility 
“Together, we can scale, share and support the good conservation practices that allow 
farmers and ranchers to prosper.” 
 
“CRSB appreciates the dedication of Cargill to beef sustainability in Canada, putting 
into action the requirements of our Certified Sustainable Beef Framework, while at the 
same time, rewarding producers across Canada for their on-going sustainability efforts. 
The expansion of sourcing to eastern Canada is an important step in our beef 
sustainability journey,” says Anne Wasko, Chair of the CRSB and rancher from Eastend 
SK. “As a beef producer myself, this is a strong signal of the demand for showing the 
sustainable practices we already have in place on farms and ranches across Canada, 
and to share that story with the world.” 
Sustainability is an ever-evolving journey, with continuous improvement at its core. 
Learn more about Cargill’s Beef Sustainability objectives and sourcing opportunities 
(cargillsustainablebeef.ca) and the CRSB’s certification program (crsbcertified.ca).  
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https://cargillsustainablebeef.ca/
http://www.crsbcertified.ca/
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ABOUT CARGILL 
Cargill’s 155,000 employees across 70 countries work relentlessly to achieve our purpose of 
nourishing the world in a safe, responsible and sustainable way. Every day, we connect farmers 
with markets, customers with ingredients, and people and animals with the food they need to 
thrive. 
We combine 155 years of experience with new technologies and insights to serve as a trusted 
partner for food, agriculture, financial and industrial customers in more than 125 countries. Side-
by-side, we are building a stronger, sustainable future for agriculture. For more information, visit 
Cargill.com and our News Center. 

 
ABOUT THE CRSB 
Established in 2014, the Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (CRSB) is a collaborative, 
multi-stakeholder initiative focused on advancing environmental, social and economic 
sustainability in the Canadian beef industry. The CRSB drives recognition and continuous 
progress in beef sustainability through sustainability benchmarking, setting strategic goals, and 
communicating on-the-ground continuous improvement. CRSB’s Certified Sustainable Beef 
Framework was developed as a tool to recognize sustainable practices in beef production and 
processing through on-site 3rd party certification, support sustainable sourcing commitments for 
the retail and foodservice industry, and provide credible, science-based claims about sustainable 
beef production in Canada. Learn more at crsb.ca.  
  

 
QUOTES 
Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+) is proud to provide the certification services for all beef 
producers across Canada, that enable their participation in programs like Cargill’s sustainable 
sourcing. VBP+ applauds the commitment of Cargill to enable producers to benefit from the 
sustainable practices they employ every day and for retailers, restaurants and consumers to feel 
good about making beef part of their diet. We encourage producers looking to join the program to 
reach out to their provincial coordinators.”  
 
~ Cecilie Fleming, Chair of the VBP+ Management Committee and VBP+ producer from Granum, 
Alberta. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What does Guelph’s chain of custody audit mean for eastern Canadian beef 
producers? 
This means that cattle processed at both the High River and the Guelph Cargill 
facilities, after moving through CRSB Certified farms and ranches at every step of the 
supply chain, are eligible to support customer sustainable sourcing commitments, and 
to benefit from Cargill’s financial credits.  
 
As a beef producer, how do I get my farm or ranch certified? 

1. Ensure you are meeting all the requirements of the Sustainable Beef Production 
Standard.  

2. Contact one of the CRSB’s Certification Bodies to arrange a certification audit. 
You may wish to know that Verified Beef Production Plus has established equivalency 
with the CRSB standard; therefore, if you are already VBP+ certified you qualify to 
participate through a single, streamlined process.  
 
Can I make a claim about the sustainability of my ranch/farm? Can I use the 
CRSB logo? 
YES! As a Certified Sustainable (audited) farm or ranch, may use the CRSB Certified 
mark and a CRSB-approved claim to promote the sustainability of your operation.  
NOTE: In order to direct market or label your beef as certified sustainable, you must use 
a certified processor, and ensure that your supply chain is audited to CRSB’s Chain of 
Custody requirements. Contact us for information. Entering into a licensing agreement 
with the CRSB is also required. 
 
How do I benefit from financial credits from Cargill? 

Ensure that your cattle are tracked through the supply chain. Register for TrustBIX, 
ensuring your contact information is up to date, and authorize your Certification Body 
and TrustBIX to include your cattle’s data in anonymous aggregated reporting. 

When buying/selling cattle, provide the cattle movement information, including age-
verification and move-in reporting; this is required to determine your qualification and 
enable credit payments for qualifying cattle post-harvest. 

For questions regarding cattle qualification or other aspects of Cargill’s sustainable 
sourcing program, leverage one of the resources available at CargillSustainableBeef.ca. 
 

https://www.crsbcertified.ca/producers/beef-production-standard/
https://www.crsbcertified.ca/producers/beef-production-standard/
https://www.crsbcertified.ca/certification-bodies/
https://www.bixsco.com/
mailto:https://www.cargillsustainablebeef.ca
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How do I make sure that my cattle qualify all the way through the supply chain? 
While it is not always possible for beef producers to control where their cattle are sold 
further down the supply chain, ensuring that cattle are marketed as CRSB Certified will 
go a long way. Be sure to include your certificate number when marketing cattle. 
Direct marketing your cattle to a known Certified Operation at the next point in the 
chain is another great tool.  
 
As a retailer or foodservice company, how do I participate in Cargill’s sustainable 
sourcing opportunities?  
For more information on how to source beef from CRSB Certified farms and ranches 
through Cargill, reach out to your Cargill sales contact or Jeff Fitzpatrick-Stilwell.  
 
Will this expansion mean expanded volume to enable more retailers and 
restaurants to source sustainable beef? 
Yes, the qualification of cattle processed at our Guelph facility will make additional 
volume available for more sourcing opportunities, or for existing customers to expand 
their volume. 
 
 

mailto:jeffrey_fitzpatrick@cargill.com

